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Meri GIBSON
IBCPC Global President

Dear Friends, Paddlers, and Members of the Global Breast
Cancer Community,

The International Breast Cancer Paddlers' Commission(IBCPC)
is a global umbrella organisation representing breast cancer
dragon boat teams across the world. Since its establishment in
2010 with 60 pioneering teams, the IBCPC has grown into a
powerful movement that now includes more than 400 member
teams in 42 countries. This remarkable expansion reflects a
shared commitment to survivorship, wellbeing, and the deep
connections formed through paddling together.

Since the inaugural IBCPC Participatory Festival in 2010, each
gathering has increased in size, visibility, and global influence.
Festivals held in cities such as Peterborough (Canada), Sarasota
(USA), Florence (Italy), and Lake Karapiro (New Zealand) have
become vibrant celebrations of life, strength, and community.
These events not only honour survivorship but also foster unity
among people from diverse cultures who share a common
journey.

The 2026 Festival in Aix-les-Bains will be the largest and most ambitious IBCPC Festival
to date. Framed by the breathtaking French Alps and set beside the serene waters
of Lac du Bourget, the festival will welcome an unprecedented number of paddlers,
supporters, families, and friends. With expanded racing opportunities, enriched cultural
programming, and warm French hospitality, this festival will set a new benchmark for
participation, inclusion, and celebration.

Over six inspiring days, paddlers will take part in training sessions, energising races,
thoughtful congress discussions, and meaningful shared experiences. One of the most
cherished moments, the Flower Ceremony—will once again invite us to pause, honour
our journeys, and remember those who have shaped our lives. As each petal touches
the water, it becomes a symbol of unity, hope, and the enduring spirit that ties our
global community together.

This festival is far more than a sporting event. It stands as a living legacy of
empowerment, resilience, and solidarity. The success of this extraordinary gathering
is made possible by the dedication of countless individuals and organisations whose
passion and commitment sustain the IBCPC movement.



Our heartfelt appreciation goes to:

+ Local clubs and volunteers whose tireless work create an exceptional experience for
all participants.

+ Cancer support organisations whose advocacy, compassion, and care uplift our global
community.

» Sponsors and partners whose invaluable contributions enable us to host an
unforgettable festival.

- The paddlers and teams whose courage, camaraderie, and joy are the true heartbeat
of our movement.

| sincerely thank the festival organizers for each and every day they have spent bringing
this wonderful festival to life. It has not been an easy task but one they have embraced
with great enthusiasm and passion.

Together, we continue to grow, support, and inspire one another. The 2026 Festival
in Aix-les-Bains will stand as a powerful testament to our unity and our unwavering
commitment to thriving beyond breast cancer.

With sincere anticipation and joy,

Meri GIBSON
Global President, IBCPC.

INTERNATIONAL BREAST CANCER

PADDLERS’
COMMISSION




« There will be laughter, tears, and
silences, but above all, there will be a
tremendous wave of hope. »

Christine JANIN

Doctor and the first French woman to reach the
summit of Everest (8,848 m)on 5 October 1990, as well
as the first European to complete the Seven Summits
challenge.

The first woman in the world to reach the North Pole
on skis in 62 days, in 1992.

Sponsor of the ‘Dréles de Rames’ Annecy BCS crew.

@ Nils Louna

| am honoured to be taking part in the 2026 IBCPC France Festival, an event close to
my heart dedicated to sharing, solidarity and pushing oneself beyond one’s limits.

As a doctor and the first French woman to climb Mount Everest, | founded the «A
Chacun Son Everest!» association in 1994. It has already helped nearly 2,700 women
in remission from breast cancer to recover during this challenging period.Standing
alongside them today at the 2026 IBCPC France Festival, as well as all

those who fight and move forward, serves as a reminder of the healing power of sport
and its ability to rebuild confidence in one’s body and in life.

On a dragon boat, it's never just about sport. There is the strength of the group, the
warmth of each other’s gaze and the sense of sisterhood that supports you when your
energy wavers. There will be laughter, tears, and silences, but above all, there will be a
tremendous wave of hope.

The moments we will live here in Aix-les-Bains will remain etched in our hearts because
they tell a story greater than ourselves: one of courage, resilience and the inexhaustible
force of life.

Bravo to all these extraordinary women! By pushing themselves forward together, they
remind us that nothing is impossible when we move forward united.

X
A

& Chacun
sontverest!
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Dear friends, dear paddlers from all around the world,

Our IBCPC journey began in 2018 4
in Florence, Tuscany. At the time, we
belonged to two different teams, each
proudly representing France and its
community of breast cancer survivors. We did not know each

other yet. Our true meeting took place a few months later, in
August 2018, during the very first United Ladies challenge: 260 =%
kilometres paddled in four days along the Loire River. '
It was during this extraordinary adventure that our friendship ;g-f-"
was born. Paddling together quickly became both natural and &
deeply joyful. Before long, we felt the desire to share this [&
passion not only with our teammates, but also with all those we §
met along the way — French crews, international crews, and so :
many people united by the same spirit.

Since then, unforgettable memories have followed one another:
seven Dragon Boat festivals in Annecy, two Snow Dragon
Boat festivals in Le Grand-Bornand, two bootcamps, two Maxi Lake events in Annecy,
a crossing of Brussels alongside the Ribonnettes, five editions of the United Ladies
challenge and, of course, the IBCPC Festival 2023 in Karapiro, New Zealand.

But the journey continues. Convinced that many breast cancer survivors in France are

ready to paddle under this name and in this light, we embraced a new challenge: bringing
a French team to the World Nations Championships in Brandenburg in July 2025. This
ambitious project became possible thanks to the generous support of Claudio Schermi,
President of the IDBF, Meri Gibson, President of the IBCPC, and Hugues Giraudet,
President of the association «Dragon Boat Federation» in France. There is still work
ahead to ensure the future of this team, but we remain confident.

With the same energy and determination, we have also spent the past four years
working to organise the IBCPC Festival 2026 here in Aix-les-Bains. “Pagaie Plus
Loin”, “Dragon Boat Attitude” and “Aix-les-Bains Riviera des Alpes” are the driving
forces behind this project. Following the cancellation of the 2020 Club Crew World
Championships due to the pandemic, these teams proudly carried France's bid to host
this 5th IBCPC Festival, bringing together the two oldest French BCS crews, which we
have the honour of leading.

This festival is far more than a sporting event. It represents our shared commitment,
our collective strength and the solidarity that unites us in this fight for life.

Today, more than 4,500 of us are gathered on the shores of Lake Bourget.

We are proud to share this adventure with you and look forward to writing this new
chapter together.

. Claire FIASCHI
Agnes PANIGONI %ﬁ*ﬂé\b&; Ensemble pour Elles,

Les Droles de Rames - | el Dragon Ladies de Reims

Annecy m \ v  Chairwoman

Chairwoman ey &2 & National Representative
Ve YAs for IBCPC Northern France



Hugues GIRAUDET

Co-President of «Pagaie Plus Loin»,
Organising Committee of the
2026 IBCPC France Festival

Dear paddlers, dear members of the global
dragon boat family,

France is honoured to welcome the IBCPC Participatory
Dragon Boat Festival to Aix-les-Bains, on the shores of Lake
Bourget. This is the first time that our country has had the
privilege of hosting this unique global gathering, which will be
the largest dragon boat event ever organised in France.

Pagaie Plus Loin, the association that | co-chair, is coordinating and carrying out this
ambitious project. By drawing on the expertise of a large number of associations and
private organisations, we have managed to bring out the best in each one to build this
extraordinary event together.

The choice of Aix-les-Bains and Lake Bourget — the largest natural glacial lake in
France, nestled in the heart of the Alps — is highly strategic. This exceptional setting,
combining grandeur and serenity, offers the ideal environment for our week of sharing
and rebuilding.

An event of this magnitude could never have been realised without the invaluable
support of Aix-les-Bains Town Hall, the Aix-les-Bains Riviera des Alpes Agency, the
Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes Region and the local dragon boat clubs. Local, departmental
and regional authorities, as well as national authorities, have enthusiastically mobilised
to make this event a reality.

An organisation of this scale could not be realised without the exceptional dedication
of all the volunteers who work behind the scenes. A large team of highly committed
volunteers has worked tirelessly alongside us to ensure this success. | would like to
extend a huge thank you to them for their help, dedication and tireless work — you are
the beating heart of this project!

| would also like to thank all the private sponsors and partners who, through their
generosity and commitment, have made this collective adventure possible.

This festival has a significant impact on people, society and the territory by promoting
reconstruction and sisterhood, and raising global awareness of breast cancer through
sports and solidarity.

We are not just organising an event; we are creating a significant chapter in the history
of the IBCPC and dragon boat practice in France! This festival will leave a lasting legacy
and, | hope, represent a decisive turning point in the development of dragon boating in
our country.

Together, let us make our mark as a symbol of courage, hope and life!

Welcome to you all. Let’s paddle together with joy, strength and determination!
With all my affection and gratitude.
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Sylvain MUNIER

Coordinator and initiator of the
2026 IBCPC France Festival

Since 2001, | have been involved with the Annecy Kayak Club.
Deeply passionate about paddle sports, | discovered dragon boat
racing in 2008 and was immediately struck by the collective
strength of this discipline and the profound human values it
conveys.

If we are gathered here today, it is above all because of one
extraordinary encounter.

That encounter was with Geneviéve Garreau — a courageous and inspiring woman
who planted the very first seed of this remarkable adventure. With the creation of Les
Dréles de Rames, that seed took root and, through the years, continued to grow and
flourish through the many experiences we have shared together.

From the Vogalonga in Venice to the Cancer, Sport and Health Conference, from
festivals in France, Switzerland and Senegal to European and World Championships,
from the United Ladies to the countless moments spent together on the water — each
of these milestones has helped shape a journey rich in meaning, friendship and emotion.
These simple yet essential moments, where self-transcendence, solidarity and the joy
of togetherness become one, remain at the heart of all that we celebrate today.

Geneviéve laid the first stone and helped build strong and lasting foundations. Thereafter,
many other women and men carried this vision forward with the same dedication,
energy and conviction.

Today, that shared adventure brings us together for an
exceptional occasion: more than 4500 women from
across the world, united in celebration of the strength,
courage and solidarity of the Dragon Ladies.

This event is, above all, a tribute to all the “Geneviéves”
of this world — to those extraordinary women and men
whaose generosity, commitment and humanity continue to
sustain and advance this magnificent collective adventure.

Genevidve GARREAL

Together with the entire organizing team, we have given the very best of ourselves
over the past three years to make this IBCPC 2026 edition in Aix-les-Bains a truly
unforgettable moment of sharing, emotion and fellowship.

May this adventure continue to inspire, to unite, and to shine a light on the extraordinary
strength of the Dragon Ladies throughout the world.

Welcome to all.
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« In recent years Dragon Boat racing has
experienced a spectacular growth on our
lake, mostly thanks to the BCS paddlers .»

Michel FRUGIER

President of Aix les Bains Riviera des Alpes Agency

Twenty years after the organization of the World Sailing Championships of 49er we are
very honoured to welcome, on our Bourget Lake, the IBCPC Participatory Dragon Boat
Festival.

The Aix-les-Bains Riviera of the Alps territory is a renowned wellness destination combining
the largest natural lake in France, the Alpine peaks, the leading thermal spa resort in the
Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes region, an unspoiled nature, and a town rich in Art and History.
Our Bourget lake has been awarded the “France Station Nautique — 4 stars” label, which
recognizes the excellence of French nautical destinations. Here, canoeing, sailing, rowing,
diving, water skiing, paddleboarding, and a wide range of other water sports are practiced.

In recent years Dragon boat racing has experienced a spectacular growth on our lake,
mostly thanks to the BCS paddlers. For this reason, hosting the werld's largest Dragon boat
festival dedicated to women affected by breast cancer appeared to us as an obvious choice.
The values embodied by this event, resilience, sorority, solidarity, wellbeing and caring for
others perfectly reflect the spirit of the Aix Riviera territory.

The 4,500 participants along with their teams and supporters will discover all the French
and local specialities including our gastrenomy, our wines, and our culture.

We have selected « Aqualac » to welcome this competition, located on our centennial Art
Deco style beach in Aix-les-Bains. This iconic site will be the ideal setting for this Dragon
boat festival.

This exceptional international water sports event will highlight the wild and unspoiled
beauty of our Bourget Lake.

For sure!
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COMMUMAUTE :
D'AGGLOMERATION LAMAIRIE
PARTENAIRE

From 24 to 30 August 2026, Aix-les-Bains will proudly host the
2026 IBCPC France Festival, a remarkable event of exceptional
human and symbolic significance.

This extraordinary event will take place on the waters of Lake Bourget, marking the first
time it has been held in France. For one week, this remarkable setting will be transformed
into a stage for encounters and powerful emotions, set to the rhythm of women's teams
from around the globe.

You carry a powerful message of courage, resilience and solidarity in the face of breast
cancer. Through your determination and collective energy, you elevate this sport beyond
mere competition to a true human adventure focused on rebuilding, sharing and hope.

Beyond the sporting aspect, this festival will above all celebrate life and pushing one's limits.
It will celebrate essential values that we fully share: effort, solidarity, and the strength of the
collective.

Our city and its inhabitants are committed to welcoming you in the best possible way, with
the aim of making this week an unforgettable experience marked by warmth, interaction
and discovery. We are confident that Lake Bourget’'s exceptional setting will contribute to
the success of this wonderful international event.

| would like to extend a warm welcome to all the participants, velunteers, and organisers and
wish you a wonderful festival.

«This festival will celebrate essential values
that we fully share: effort, solidarity, and the
strength of the collective.»

Renaud BERETTI

Mayor of Aix-les-Bains
President of Grand Lac

@ Yves Croce
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CHARGE DE L'EGALITE
ENTRE LES FEMMES ET
LES HOMMES,

DE LA DIVERSITE ET DE
L'EGALITE DES CHANCES

Libertd
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Fratermitd

This summer, France has the honour of welcoming more than
4500 women and men from 25 countries. Together, you
represent far more than a sporting event. You embody courage,
resilience, solidarity and the extraordinary strength that emerges
when people move forward together.

| had the privilege of meeting some of you on Lake Annecy and even sharing a dragon boat
with you. What struck me was not only your determination, but your energy, your laughter
and your generosity. On the water, | understood something essential: a dragon boat moves
forward because every person contributes to a common effort. No one succeeds alone. No
one is left behind.

Each of you carries a unique story. A story marked by the challenge of breast cancer, but
above all by the decision to reclaim life. Breast cancer affects millions of women around the
world and men as well. Behind every diagnosis lies a person, a family, hopes, fears and dreams.
Through your commitment, you remind us that illness does not define a life. What defines a
life is the courage to keep moving forward.

Your presence here sends a powerful message far beyond this
festival. It speaks to every person currently facing treatment,
every family navigating uncertainty and every community
committed to prevention, research and better care.

You are ambassadors for health, but above all, ambassadors for
hope.

You are not gathered here because of the cancer you faced.
You are gathered here because of the life you chose to reclaim.
Welcome to France. Welcome to Aix-les-Bains. And thank you
for inspiring us all.

Aurore BERGE
French Minister for Equality
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EN
MINISTERE

DES SPORTS,

DE LA JEUNESSE
ET DE LA VIE
ASSOCIATIVE

Libersé
Egaliré
Fraternité

@ @MSCVA - Hervé Hamon

Dear Dragon Ladies,

= =

As Minister for Sports, Youth and Community Life, but also
as a resident of Aix les Bains deeply attached to this region,
| welcome you to the heart of an exceptional natural setting,
between lake and mountains, on the occasion of the 2026
IBCPC Dragon Boat Festival.

-

-

Through your commitment, you remind us that sport is an
essential lever for rebuilding, for surpassing oneself, and for
sharing. With every stroke of the paddle, you carry a powerful
message: sport allows life after cancer to mean renewed
energy, joy, and collective victories.

This event is fully in keeping with the national Sport-Health Strategy 2025-2030 driven by the
Government, which aims to remove barriers to sports participation for all citizens, regardless
of age or health condition. In this spirit, a few weeks ago we launched a pilot programme in
seven French regions to reimburse adapted physical activity as part of the care pathway for
people living with cancer.

This event fully illustrates the capacity of sport to help each and every person move toward
greater wellbeing, confidence, and social connection.

| invite you to give the very best of yourselves, while savouring every moment: the beauty of
the lakes, the majesty of the surrounding mountains, and above all the richness of the bonds
you forge with ane another through the universal language of sport.

| would also like to thank and commend the energy and passion of
the organisers of this event, which brings you all together around
the values of sport and health, wellbeing, and conviviality.

Marina FERRARI

French Minister for Sports, Youth and Community Life
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We wish you an excellent Dragon Boat festival.

« It reminds us that sport is not only about @
performance, but about dignity, recovery,
and the joy of moving forward together. » La Region

Auvergne-Rhane-Alpes

Fabrice PANNEKOUCKE

President of the Région Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes

Laurent WAUQUIEZ

Special advisor of the Région Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes

The IBCPC Dragon Boat Festival is more than a sporting
event. It's a powerful symbol of resilience, solidarity, and
hope, carried acrossthe water by women who have turned
illness into strength and collective energy. We would
like to thank the International Breast Cancer Paddlers
Commission for their work and their commitment. With
this festival, paddlers who are or were affected by cancer
can participate to a common event.

Through dragon boating, breast cancer survivors from all
over the world come together to demonstrate that sport
can be a formidable force for recovery, empowerment,
and self-confidence. Each stroke tells a story of courage,
perseverance, and renewed trust in the body. Each boat
embodies the strength of the collective, where no one
advances alone and where unity makes all the difference.

For the first time the IBCPC Dragon Boat Festival will be held in France, and more
precisely on the shores of the Lac du Bourget in Aix-les-Bains. The Région Auvergne-
Rhéne-Alpes is proud to support such an important event in our magnificent alpine
landscapes. Over the course of a full week, in late August, 4 500 participants will
attend one of the races over distances of 200 or 500 meters.

Hosting the IBCPC Dragon Boat Festival is an honor. It is a celebration of life, of
movement, and of the extraordinary capacity of individuals to transform hardship
into momentum. It reminds us that sport is not only about performance, but about
dignity, recovery, and the joy of moving forward together.

12



Dear Dragon Ladies,

As a Member of Parliament for Haute-Savoie and President of the Delegation for Women's
Rights of our National Assembly, what a joy to see so many women gathered for this 2026
IBCPC Dragon Boat Festival in our beautiful territory, nestled between lakes and mountains.
This extraordinary gathering of courage, resilience and sisterhood bears witness to the strength
and spirit of every woman present here today. You have my deepest admiration!

You are not simply participants in a sporting event: you are ambassadors of hope, proving that
life after cancer can be filled with vitality, joy and shared triumphs. The waves you create on
the water echo the waves of change you inspire worldwide, reminding us all that together, we
are stronger.

Your fight is close to my heart, and in my role as a Member of
Parliament, | work every day so that sport may be a vehicle
for health, healing... and joy!

So while you compete with everything you have, enjoy
yourselves, soak in this beautiful lake and these majestic
mountains, which reflect the beauty of your collective
journey — one of perseverance, camaraderie and renewal.

To each and every Dragon lLady, | extend my deepest
admiration and my wholehearted sporting encouragement.
May this festival be a celebration of your courage, a reminder
of your strength, and a source of memories that will last a
lifetime.

With warmth and solidarity,

Now go out there, paddle hard, race fierce — and let sisterhood lead the way!

Véronique RIOTTON

Member of Parlfiament for Haute-Savoie, France, Chair of the National Assembly's
Delegation for Women's Rights and Equal Opportunities

« May this festival be a celebration of your courage,
a reminder of your strength
and a source of memories that will last a lifetime. »
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« You do not climb a summit alone. You move forward
together, at your own pace, supporting one another.
Dragon Boat embodies that same philosophy. A crew only
succeeds when it breathes, paddles, and moves as one. »

Michael RUYSSCHAERT

General Manager of Explore Savoie

Welcoming the IBCPC to Savoie is
a tremendous source of pride. But
above all, it is deeply moving.

On the waters of Lake Bourget, it is not just boats that will
move forward. It is women from all over the world, each with
her own story, each carrying a journey marked by courage,
resilience, and an extraordinary energy for life. In Savoie, we
strongly believe in the power of the collective. Our mountains
teach us this lesson every day: you do not climb a summit alone.
You move forward together, at your own pace, supporting one
another. Dragon boat embodies that same philosophy. A crew
only succeeds when it breathes, paddles, and moves as one.
There is no individual performance without solidarity.

& Anna fvanova
Through Explore Savoie, we stand for a territory that is real, vibrant, and deeply human. A
place where people come to reconnect — with themselves, with others, and with what truly
matters. The 2026 IBCPC Festival naturally reflects that spirit. It goes far beyond sport. It
speaks of courage, sisterhood, kindness, and transformation. It speaks of the ability to turn
adversity into shared strength.

Hosting this event here, between lake and mountains, feels meaningful. The water soothes.
The peaks inspire. Together, they create a setting that encourages renewal and forward
momentum.

To all participants, volunteers, families, and teams from across the five continents: welcome to
Savoie. May these days be powerful, joyful, and filled with light.

EXPLORE

SAVNIE
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Fédération Francaise de Canoe-Kayak

Pascal BONNETAIN

French Canoe Federation President

The French Canoe Kayak and Paddle Sports Federation is delighted by IBCPC's choice to
host the world’s largest gathering of Dragon Ladies on Lac du Bourget in Aix-les-Bains,
Savoie.

A big thank you to the association Pagaie Plus Loin and the organizers, to the city of Aix-les-
Bains, and to all the partners who worked to make this international Dragon Boat festival a
success.

This event highlights values dear to the FFCK, such as the importance of sport for health,
sisterhood, the joy of paddling, and shared effort.

Congratulations to all the participants and crews who, through their presence, delivered a
positive message about life after cancer. Beyond performance, this festival is a wonderful
demonstration to our society of the strength of paddle sports.

| wish you great moments of emotion and enjoyment on this
beautiful lake in our French Alps.

« Beyond performance, this festival is a
wonderful demonstration to our society of the
strength of paddle sports. »

15



haute""
savoie

le Département

« May this Haute-Savoie stage be,
for everyone involved, a meaningful,
welcoming, and unifying moment. »

Martial SADDIER

President of the Departmental
Council of Haute-Savoie

On the occasion of the 2026 IBCPC France festival, Haute-Savoie
is proud to play a part in this remarkable international initiative by
hosting several training sessions for the participating crews in its

region.

These preparatory days will carry special significance. They will give participants from
different backgrounds the opportunity to come together, prepare alongside one another,
and share — beyond the sporting activity itself — values of courage, solidarity, and self-
transcendence.

For the Departmental Council of Haute-Savoie, contributing to this stage of the festival is
fully consistent with the values we uphold: cohesion, inclusion, and support for all initiatives
that place people at the heart of collective action.

Through these training sessions, Haute-Savoie is making its contribution to an event that
conveys a universal message of hope, renewal, and confidence.

On behalf of the Departmental Council, | extend my sincerest wishes for success to all

participants, organizers, and partners for the IBCPC France 2026 festival. May this Haute-
Savoie stage be, for everyone involved, a meaningful, welcoming, and unifying moment.
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AVALON DRAGONS

We are a breast cancer survivor dragon boat team based in Paradise, Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada,
on the most easterly point of North America.

Formed in 2006, the team constructed our very own wooden dragon boat, the only team in North America
to do so. This is an enduring symbol of determination, resilience and teamwork and proves life after breast
cancer can be active and full of possibility.

Through dragon boating, we create a supportive and empowering
environment where survivors build lasting friendships and promote

physical and emotional well-being. Dragon boating is more than a sport
for our team; it is a source of strength, confidence, connection and FUN!
While we are a team of 55 members, we are proudly represented by a
crew of 23. We are honoured to join teams from around the world at

this IBCPC Festival in Aix-les-Bains, celebrating survivorship, solidarity,
and hope.

BARRIE'S RIBBONS OF HOPE

Barrie’'s Ribbons of Hope is a Breast Cancer Survivor Dragon Boat Tez.n

made up of strong, resilient women united by survivorship, camaraderi 2,

and unwavering support. Founded in 2003, the team paddles along

the shores of Kempenfelt Bay in Barrie, Ontario, finding strengtt

and friendship both on and off the water. With a membership of ove"

40 paddlers, Ribbons of Hope promotes healthy, active lifestyles fcr

breast cancer survivors through the sport of dragon boating. The tear

advocates physical fitness, confidence, and overall well-being, whle

also inspiring and educating others about life beyond breast cancer.

Committed to community, Ribbons of Hope actively fundraises foi

breast cancer-related charities, including the cancer care unit at their local hospital, and continues to
grow their visibility, impact, and message of hope! We are very excited to be coming to Aix-les-Bains 2026.

BREAST BUDDIES HOPE FLOAT

The Breast Buddies Dragon Boat Team was formed in 2001. Paddlers come from Chatham-Kent and Lambton
County regions where we join together in the middle and practice along the Sydenham River twice weekly.
Hope Floats Breast Cancer Dragon Boat Team was formed in 2011. We are located in Welland, Ontario,
Canada. We practice at the beautiful Welland International Flatwater Course.

We are an enthusiast group of fun-loving breast cancer survivors who have taken '1p
the sport of dragon boat racing. Our mission is to promote awareness of a quality
of life after a diagnosis of breast cancer. In doing so we hope to impart hope ad
empowerment to all with this disease. On or off the water, we are a visible sign 0
others that there is life after a breast cancer diagnosis. Together, the two teams hare
joined forces with each other to participate together in the IBCPC 2026.



















































LILLES AUX PAGAIES

Our team : Lille association created in June 2023 by 10 women in a collegial format
Our team brings together women from all backgrounds, united by the same force: that of having faced
illness and having chosen to rebuild together, paddle in hand.

Our story : Since our creation, we have trained twice a week on the
Delle canal in Lille. Dragon boating is much more than a sport for us: it
is a recognized therapeutic tool, a moment of sharing and solidarity, and
living proof that life after cancer is full of exciting challenges to overcome.
Beyond our training, we are present on the national scene during Dragon Ladies
gatherings, and we also compete internationally by participating in various
festivals and regattas. Each event strengthens our cohesion and our determination.
IBCPC 2026: A dream come true : Participating in the IBCPC festival in Aix-les-
Bains.

PINK MARMOTTES

The Pink Marmots, the nickname of our team “DB des 2
Savoie”, were born from the union of three associations from
the Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes region: Sport Santé Solidarité
Savoie (4S in Chambéry), Dragon Ladies Léman (DLL in
Thonon-les-Bains) and Drbles De Rames (DDR in Annecy).

Our adventure began at the Annecy Dragon Boat Festival in October 2024. A few paddle strokes, lots of
energy, and a shared desire to connect... and the Pink Marmots were launched!

Since then, our team has gathered regularly between Lake Annecy, Lake Geneva and Lake Bourget for
training sessions filled with motivation, personal growth, laughter and solidarity.

A huge thank you to our coaches and supporters: Giloo, Damien, Vincent, Marc, Agnés, Sylvain and Christine.
Together, we continue to move forward, stay active and make the most of life.

GERMANY

DE PINKE DEERN-S

We consist of 12 wonderful Bremen-Ladies from «de pinka

deerns», 7 wonderful Tubingen-Ladies from «Pink-Lady-Powar

Neckar-Tubingen» and 3 wonderful Kassel-Ladies from «Teem

Phoenika CSK98». In addition, we have 4 wonderful supporte's

with us. We have initiated several training camps so that we cen

practice together. We had a lot of fun during the preparation.

Now we are looking forward to going on this international exchange like little children. Most of us are taking
part for the first time. We are very excited and very proud to be part of it. We can’t wait to see you ! And

we are really looking forward to the many wonderful moments we will experience. Never give up, lovely
greetings from Bremen, Tubingen and Kassel, Germany.
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